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Three exhibitions following the novel The Man Without Qualities / Robert Musil
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PHOTOPOETICS {#7}

PHOTOPOETICS explores the intersection
of photography, video, art, and poetry. The
project wishes to set in motion a discussion
and exploration of the relationship and
tension between the written word and the
visual image. The experimental project is
characteristic of Musrara Art School’s activity
as a place for contemporary art at the heart
of Jerusalem’s seam line — between East and
West, a site of many existential experiences,
identities, and cultures.

In its 7" iteration, PHOTOPOETICS centers
around Robert Musil’s novel The Man Without
Qualities, written before World War Il. Avi
Sabag, chief curator of the Musrara Art
School Galleries, identifies parallels between
the period in which the novel was written
and today's Israel, specifically the question
of multiple identities that is so pertinent to
the Middle East in general, and to Musrara
neighborhood in particular.

The Morel Derfler Gallery features the
exhibition Ulrich, which curator Ayelet
Hashahar Cohen titled after the protagonist
of The Man Without Qualities. While it was
written almost a century ago, the social
and cultural critical discourse evoked by the
philosophical and psychological novel still
rings true. “Ulrich” was chosen as codename
for the works, in which the curator recognized
an examination of the protagonist’s identity
through the lens of the artists’ own personal
biography. The utopian and nihilist Ulrich
goes on a journey in search of meaning and
the right way to live, but in the meantime,
spends his life as a man without qualities. The
novel speaks to the existential aspect in every
person conflicted with questions of identity,
truth, and god. In this respect, the exhibition
wishes to direct the question of identity to the

viewers as well. After all, we are all, or at least
some of us are, Ulrich.

Subjunctive Mood / People with the Sense
of Possibility, curated by llanit Konopny at
the New Gallery, focuses on the notion of
“Sense of Possibility” from Musil's novel.
“But if there is a sense of reality... then there
must also be something we can call a sense
of possibility,” writes Musil, who describes
the man without qualities as one who has
“the ability to conceive of everything there
might be just as well, and to attach no more
importance to what is than to what is not.”
According to him, “a possible experience or
truth” has “something quite divine about it, a
fire, a soaring, a readiness to build ...that does
not shrink from reality but sees it as a project.”
The participating artists were invited to create
works that hold a sense of possibility. Their
works and practices open a possibility for
transformation, gesture or quote of a source
— from their own body of works or the works
of others.

Untitled, curated by Saron Paz at the Social
Gallery with the help of Hadar Golan, focuses
on the spirit of the novel reflected by the
intersection of art, society, and technology.
Utopian Musil sought to create a new man,
a “man without qualities” who will resist any
identity that history may thrust upon him and
even establish a “country without identities.”
At an age of multiple and blurred identities,
Musil's utopian alternative is particularly
appealing. While we lose control and the link
to our past identities, the artificial world around
us amasses intelligence and constructs its own
identity. The exhibition wishes to explore the
ways in which people, cultures, and technology
look for a new identity or shed other identities
that are no longer relevant to them.

Chief Curator: Avi Sabag
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viewers to let go of the need to tag, @uugill dalall e IR I M7 NINAN AT 001N
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social media, and hand their identity
to consumers. Viewers are invited to
reach out into the tagging station,
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The Social Gallery — Musrara

22 Shivtei Israel st., Jerusalem (Canada House — 3rd floor)
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Curator: Ayelet Hashahar Cohen
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The Morel Drefler Gallery. 9 Ha'ayin Chet st., Musrara, Jerusalem
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Curator: llanit Konopny
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The New Gallery in Musrara. 9 Ha’ayin Chet st., Musrara, Jerusalem

opening 2gida 11’119
sun-thu Geueall-aa¥ -8
10:00-17:00
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