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This exhibition season, opening for its fifth
successive year in October 2015 at the
galleries of Musrara — the Naggar School
of Art, deals with the meeting place
between photography, video and song,
bringing together the works of various
photographers, artists, poets and curators.

Musrara’s new initiative creates a space for
discussion and examination of questions
related to the ties and tensions between
the written word and the visual image.

This is a process of both research and
experimentation, typifying the kind of work
that goes on at Musrara, a vibrant place for
contemporary art at the heart of the border
zone of Jerusalem, lying between East

and West, within existential experiences

of identities and multiculturalism: between
photo and poetics, between visible

and invisible, between metaphor and
immediate reality, an experience that is
both complex and rewarding.

This school has three galleries in which
three comprehensive exhibitions will take
place:

In the Morel Derfler Gallery, curator
Ayelet Hashahar Cohen presents the
exhibit “Until the Light Returns from Its
Years”. This exhibition, presenting direct
and staged portraits in the antiquated
technique of collodion, brings together
the photographers Rustem Beirmov and
Rachel Erez, who have been using this
technique professionally for years, with
artist-poet Shira Horesh, a graduate of
Musrara’s photography department, who
published her first book of poems this

past year “All Beliefs are Superstitions”.
Collodion, a form connecting material and
spirit, encodes and deciphers through the
poetry, whose presence in space turns it
into a plastic art.

The New Gallery presents the exhibition
“Flora Palaestina” curated by Avi Sabag,
with the assistance of Almog Gez. The
term “Flora Palaestina” is borrowed from
the world of botany and is part of the deep
reservoir and varied plant life of Israel. The
exhibition will focus on a dialogue between
the plastic arts (photography, video art)
and singing, and will examine the visual
and poetic visibility of the surface and

the space in which we live. Participating
artists embody the multiplicity of cultures
and geographic areas in Israel and, in their
works, deal with issues of place, belonging
and identity, issues that leave cracks and
dents in the soil, the habitat of flora, yet
also enrich it and restore it to a remarkable
state of inner balance — in pain, but still
surviving.

The exhibition “Until We Came to an
Understanding with Light” in the Social
Gallery, curated by Eyal Ben Dov, presents
“Mashiv Haruah” (Hebrew: “Inspiring with
Spirit”), a group of poets dealing with the
spiritual dimension of contemporary poetry
and a group of photographers. The young
artists re-examine the physical-spiritual
properties of light in photography through
their reading of “Mashiv Haruah” poetry,
restoring the spirit to contemporary
photography, yet without betraying their
disillusionment and socio-political critique.

Chief Curator: Avi Sabag
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Cover of the book“Flora Palestina” by Michael Zahari
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Eastern and North
African Music

A musical journey from Morocco,
Kurdistan, Egypt, Syria and Turkey,
to the piyyutim of Babylonian Jewry.
Guy Cohen (Oud) and Elad Kimchi
(percussion) — singing together.
Poetry readings by poets and artists
featured in the exhibition.

An Evening of Poetry
and Hip-Hop

Between poetry and beat, the voices
of poets and the poetics of rappers
in an evening full of experimentation
and magic on the microphone.
Tisser / Mesilat Yesharim /
Mordechai Geldman / Nadav
Neumann / Yaara Steiner / Shira
Horesh / Amir Manasheof

Evening of Poetry
Readings Combined with
Musical Works

"Mashiv Haruah" Group:

Amichai Chasson / Eliezer Cohen

/ Yoram Nisinovitz / Bacol Serlui /
Yosef Ozer / Shmulik Klein / Ruth
Kara Ivanov Qaniel / Naama Shaked.
Efrat Apter: vocals and piano;
Yehuda Levavi: contrabass.
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